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About Rotterdam School of Management,  
Erasmus University    
 
Address 
Rotterdam School of Management            www.rsm.nl 
Erasmus University                     www.eur.nl 
International Office, Room T5-26          intoffice@rsm.nl 
Burgemeester Oudlaan 50 
3062 PA Rotterdam                             The Netherlands 
Tel. : +31-10-4082099    Fax: +31-10-4089024 
 
Accreditations 
RSM is accredited by all three international, indepen-
dent accreditation committees, as well as regional and 
independent accreditation bodies.  
 

 

Association to Advance Collegiate Schools 
of Business International (AACSB 
International) since 1998  

 

European Foundation for Management 
Development (EQUIS) since 1998  

 Association of MBAs (AMBA) since 1996  

 
Dutch-Flemish Accreditation Organisation 
(NVAO) since 2007 

 

Netherlands Academy of Arts and Science 
(KNAW) 

 
Rankings 
RSM consistently achieves a competitive position in 
the international media rankings. In its 2007 meta-
ranking, the Financial Times placed RSM amongst the 
top 10 schools in Europe. The school’s MBA 
programmes consistently appear in the European top 
15. In the 2007 Elsevier Thema Survey, the school’s 
BSc and MSc programmes were ranked best Dutch 
programmes. The research institute ERIM is firmly 
placed amongst the top 5 research institutes in Europe.  
 
Networks 
RSM is a member of the Community of European 
Management Schools (CEMS), and of the Partnership 
in International Management (PIM). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
International Office  
 
The International Office is the first meeting point for 
international exchange students. Students are 
welcome for information, assistance, and ideas. 
Services offered to exchange students: 
·  Assistance with visa/residence permit application 
·  Welcome package with information on RSM, 

Rotterdam, Holland etc. 
·  Coordination of a buddy system 
·  Organisation of introduction programmes  
·  Excursion Port of Rotterdam 
·  Career counselling 
·  Programme chairman for academic advising 
·  Active student clubs and committees 
·  Programme evaluation by class representatives 
 
Linda de Vries, lvries@rsm.nl 
Head International Office    
   
Marinelle Rozendaal, mrozendaal@rsm.nl 
Programme Manager Master Exchange 
(incoming students) 

�  first contact for Master exchange 

Annemarie van Vliet, avliet@rsm.nl 
Programme Manager Bachelor Exchange 
(incoming and outgoing students) 
 
Karin Klapwijk, kklapwijk@rsm.nl 
Programme Assistant Master Exchange 
(outgoing students) 
 
Patricia de Heer, pheer@rsm.nl 
Programme Manager MSc IM-CEMS and 
Double Master’s Degree in Management 
(incoming and outgoing students) 
 
Ellen van Oeffelen, eoeffelen@rsm.nl 
Secretary International Office 
 
Ellen Vermeulen,  vermeulen@rsm.nl 
Administrative assistant 
 
 
Application 
 
Nomination Deadlines 
Nominations through the home university are due on: 
May 1:  Autumn term   
October 1:  Spring term  
 
Upon nomination students will receive a welcome email 
with all relevant information regarding their exchange.  
 
Admission Requirements 
·  Students should be selected for the programme by 

one of our exchange partners 
·  Students should have the status: MSc/Graduate 

level student 
·  Proficiency in English: TOEFL score paper-based 

� 600, internet-based � 100, computer-based � 250; or 
IELTS score >7; or Common European Framework 
(CEF) level � B2; or written proof of comparable level 

 
Required documents directly after nomination 
·  Application Form for Exchange at RSM 
·  Copy of recent academic transcript (list of completed 

courses, credits & grades) 
·  Proof of proficiency in English (only for non-natives; 

students whose study programmes are in English 
are also exempted) 

 
Nominated exchange students will receive the official 
letter of acceptance after we have received and 
assessed these documents. 
 
Other required documents 
·  Accommodation request form 
·  Student ID Card application form 
·  Course Registration form 
 
Additional for students who need a visa 
This information is subject to change; always check 
www.ind.nl/EN/verblijfwijzer.  
·  Proof that you can support yourself financially with a 

minimum of €752,83 net per month  
·  Legalised copy of birth certificate in the original 

language and translated in English 
·  Copy of your personal details page of your valid 

passport 
·  Proof of health insurance  
 
Visa application is a time-consuming process; upon 
acceptance in one of our programmes, students are 
recommended to start immediately with the visa 
preparations with the help of our International Office. 
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Master exchange website  
 
www.rsm.nl/international > RSM for your exchange > 
Master Exchange Programme 
 
 
Academic Calendar 2009-2010 
 
Autumn:  August 31 - December 18, 2009 
Spring:  January 25 - May 21 2010 
 
Be aware that programme related introduction day(s) 
take place during the week prior to these dates! See 
websites for exact data. 
 
 
Study Programme 
 
Courses 
Students accepted for the Master Exchange 
Programme can attend courses from the 11 
specialised master programmes of RSM and in 
addition have the possibility to participate in the 
renowned International Business Project , a real-life 
consultancy project carried out by an international 
team of students. After nomination you will receive a 
course registration form. 
 
For more information on the MSc in Business 
Administration you can visit www.rsm.nl/mscba.  More 
information on the available courses can be found on 
the Master exchange website > “Courses’.  
 
Short Programmes 
In Spring there is the opportunity for exchange 
students, who can not stay for the whole term, to 
participate in one block of Master elective courses (8 
weeks) from the end of January – mid March or end of 
March – mid May. 
 
International Business project (IBP) 
The international business project is the cornerstone of 
the international exchange programme. Over almost 4 
months a team of international students work 
intensively on a consultancy project, carried out for a 
company or institution. The project is supervised by 
both a university and company coach. 
 
The general aim of the International Business Project 
is to respond professionally to a real-world 
management problem and work together in a 
multidisciplinary and culturally heterogeneous group. 
The majority of exchange students participate in the 
International Business Project, and for many it is one of 
the main reasons for coming to RSM Erasmus 
University. 
 
Most students are already familiar with various 
business disciplines through course work; however, the 
interdisciplinary use of this knowledge and the capacity 
to translate it into practical solutions is very often a new 
challenge. The business project permits students to 
combine theory and practice – they learn how to 
formulate a project proposal and relevant research 
questions, analyse factors, develop recommendations 
and ultimately find solutions to the problem. In addition 
to providing hands-on experience of how to deal with a 
business problem, the International Business Project is 
also a unique experience of working in a multicultural 
team. 
 
 

 
The Projects: 
There is no such thing as a typical client or project. Client 
organisations can be large multinational companies, 
medium-sized organisations or entrepreneurial firms; the 
projects can have a focus on for example HRM, 
Marketing, Strategy or Logistics. 
 
 
In all cases the projects require a multidisciplinary, 
international team effort. The Career Services office at 
RSM is responsible for pre-contacting all companies 
resulting in a business problem description.  
 
The teams: 
Teams consist of four or five students: preferably one 
native English speaker, one Dutch student and two / 
three students of other nationalities. Students are 
assigned to a project on the basis of their background 
and preferences, and company requirements. Given the 
international composition of each team, the business 
projects provide first hand experience in working in a 
multicultural team. 
 
 
Learning expectations 
 
Language of Instruction 
All courses in English 
 
Course- and workload  
The fulltime workload is 20 ECTS per semester, which 
equals 560 student working hours. A 10 ECTS course 
has approximately 12 contact hours a week. Visiting 
students can choose to do more than 20 ECTS, but 
never more than 30 ECTS.  
 
Class Format, Participation and Attendance 
The classes are a mix of (guest) lectures, case studies, 
interactive projects, papers, presentations of students 
and discussion groups. Class size varies between 30 and 
50 students. Class participation and attendance affect 
final grades. The MSc programmes are pre-experience 
programmes, average age of students is 22-25 years. 
Within its MSc programmes the School has a long-lasting 
tradition in welcoming international MBA-students as 
well. 
 
Fellow students’ profile 
Due to the location of RSM, Dutch students are the 
majority group in the MSc programme in Business 
Administration. However, the programme also includes 
students from over 80 nationalities; exchange students 
therefore acquire the ability to connect and communicate 
with people from different areas of the world - a pivotal 
skill in international business.  
 
Examinations 
Exams are scheduled at the end of each course. The 
assessment of the performance of students varies: 
written or take-home exams, progress reports, in-class 
presentations, group performance and essays. In most 
written exams a dictionary is allowed.  
 
Grading  
In the Dutch grading system, grades from 1 up to 10 are 
used, with 1 being the worst and 10 being the best. In 
general, grades with one decimal are issued; the lowest 
passing grade is a 5.5. When rounding off these grades, 
grades with a 0.4 or lower will be rounded down, and 
grades with a 0.5 will be rounded up. Students in our 
exchange programmes receive their transcripts reflecting 
grades with one decimal.  
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Grade Description Anglo-Saxon 
Equivalent 

ECTS  
Grade 

10 Excellent A A 

9 Very good A B 

8 Good B C 

7 More than sufficient B-C D 

6 Sufficient C-D E 

5 Insufficient D-F FX 

4 Strongly insufficient F F 

3 Very strongly insufficient F F 

2 Bad F F 

1 Very bad F F 

 
 
Orientation & Buddy System 
 
At the beginning and throughout our exchange 
programmes, the International Office organises 
introduction activities, like a city tour, a welcoming 
dinner, a tour on campus, an eleven pub crawl, 
excursions, and a farewell party. 
 
The International Office works with a buddy system for 
its visiting students. These buddies are responsible for 
a well organised arrival of the international students 
and make sure social and sportive events are being 
organised throughout the programme.  
 
 
Accommodation 
 
“Stadswonen” is the housing corporation providing 
temporary accommodation to international students of 
the Erasmus University. Stadswonen will assist you in 
finding accommodation based upon the information in 
your Accommodation Request Form (ARF). They will 
make you only one offer of accommodation by e-mail. 
After receipt of this offer it will be up to you to decide 
whether to accept or to reject this proposal. Please 
note that Stadswonen only rents out for whole months. 
Requests are dealt with in order they come in. 
 
All apartments are fully furnished and located at 
attractive locations nearby the centre of Rotterdam and 
the university. The rent varies from €300 up to 
approximately €600 a month depending on the 
location, size, state, type and facilities of the 
accommodation.  
 
Like at many other places, arranging temporary 
accommodation has become quite a bottleneck in 
Rotterdam, especially in the autumn period. Upon 
acceptance in one of our programmes, exchange 
students are recommended to send the 
accommodation request form as soon as possible to 
the International Office, who acts as an 
intermediary between them and Stadswonen. 
 
www.shortstay.nl > Erasmus University Rotterdam 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Language Courses  
 
The language courses are organised by the university’s 
Language and Training Centre (www.eur.nl/ltc).  
 
This centre offers language courses in English, Spanish, 
German, French, Italian, Dutch, Japanese, Russian and 
Chinese. Exchange students who take part in the 
Intensive Dutch Course  in August or January (daytime, 
3 weeks) can receive 5 ECTS credits for these courses.  
 
 
Visa and residence permit application  
 
Visa 
The International Office of RSM assists students who 
need a visa to enter the Netherlands. Students are 
informed about the procedures individually and only need 
to submit the right documents to the office, which will 
start up the accelerated application process on your 
behalf. Students can pick up their visa at the Dutch 
embassy or consulate in their home countries.  
 
Residence Permit   
The Erasmus Student Service Centre (ESSC) supports 
students who need to apply for a residence permit upon 
arrival. At the ESSC, application forms are available and 
every week during the first month of the exchange an 
instruction session is held to assist students filling out the 
forms. The ESSC will forward all documents including the 
student’s passport to the City Hall, and after 10 days the 
student can pick up the validated passport at the 
university. This service exempts students from going to 
the City Hall numerous times: registration at the 
municipality and application for and picking up the 
residence permit all takes place at the university.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Costs of Living 
 
To have a reasonable living standard in the Netherlands, 
students should have an income of approximately €800 
per month.  
Below is a rough estimate of the total expenses when 
participating in the exchange programme for a period of 4 
months. Please keep in mind that personal spending 
patterns vary, and so does this indication.   
 
Tuition fee exempted 

Visa and/or Residence Permit  €433 
(if applicable; without refund of International Office) 

Accommodation €1,400 – €2,300 

Medical Insurance €140 

Books and Readers €200 

Subtotal  €1,740 – €3,073 

Food and Drinks €500 

Pocket Money €500 

University sports card €37 

Travelling (public transport/ 
holiday/sightseeing)  €400 

Total  €3,177 – €4,510 

 
 

Good NEWS! (Applicable to academic year 2008-’09) 

The International Office refunds €215 to 
exchange students who need to apply for a 
visa and/or residence permit!  
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Exchange partners – graduate level 
Fellow students in the Master exchange programme 
are representatives from the following business 
schools: 

 
EUROPE    
Austria, Wirtschaftsuniversität Wien  
Belgium, Université Catholique de Louvain 
Belgium, Facultés Universitaires Catholiques de Mons 
Czech Republic University of Economics Prague  
Denmark, Copenhagen Business School  
Finland, Helsinki School of Economics 
France, HEC Paris  
France, IAE Aix-en-Provence  
Germany,Universität zu Köln 
Greece, Athens University of Economics and BA 
Hungary, Corvinus University of Budapest  
Iceland, Reykjavik University 
Ireland, University College Dublin  
Italy, Università Commerciale Luigi Bocconi 
Norway, The Norwegian School of Economics and Business 
Administration 
Poland, Warsaw School of Economics 
Portugal, Universidade Nova de Lisboa, School of Economics 
Portugal, Universidade Católica Portuguesa, FCEE 
Russia, St. Petersburg State University 
Spain, ESADE, Barcelona 
Sweden, Stockholm School of Economics 
Switzerland, Universität St. Gallen  
UK, Aston University 
UK, Lancaster University  
UK, London School of Economics 
UK, University of Bath 
UK, University of Manchester, Manchester Business School 
UK, University of Warwick  
 
USA 
Brandeis University, Waltham, MA    
Babson College, Boston, MA  
Georgia State University, Atlanta    
University of California at Davis, Grad. School of Management 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
University of Michigan, Ross School of Business  
University of North Carolina, Kenan-Flagler Business School 
University of Pennsylvania, the Wharton School   
University of Iowa, Tippie Business School 
 
CANADA  
HEC Montréal  
McGill University, Montréal  
Queen’s University, Queen’s School of Business 
University of British Columbia, Sauder School of Business  
University of Calgary, Haskayne School of Business 
University of Western Ontario,Rchard Ivey School of Business 
York University, Schulich School of Business, Toronto 
 
CENTRAL and SOUTH AMERICA   
Argentina, Universidad de Belgrano, Buenos Aires   
Argentina, Universidad Torcuato di Tella, Buenos Aires 
Brazil Fundaçao Getúlio Vargas, São Paulo 
Brazil, Universidade Federal de Rio de Janeiro   
Chile, Pontificia Universidad Católica de Chile, Santiago 
Costa Rica, INCAE, San José  
Mexico, ITAM, Mexico City     
Mexico, ITESM, Monterrey 
Peru, Escuela de Administración de Negocios, ESAN 
Venezuela, IESA 
 
 

OCEANIA      
Australia, University of Melbourne   
Australia, University of New South Wales 
New Zealand, University of Otago 
 
ASIA      
China, Tsinghua University 
China, Peking University 
China, Fudan School of Management 
India, Indian Institute of Management Bangalore 
India, MDI, Gurgaon 
India, Indian School of Business, Hyderabad 
Indonesia, Gadjah Mada University  
Israel, Tel Aviv University 
Japan, Keio University 
Korea, Yonsei University 
Singapore, Nanyang Business School  
Singapore, National University of Singapore 
Taiwan, National Chengchi University, College of Commerce 
Thailand, Thammasat University 
 
AFRICA 
South Africa, University of Witwatersrand, Johannesburg    
 

 
Other programmes  
    
Besides the Master exchange programme the 
International Office also organises the following 
exchange and joint/double Master degree programmes: 
 
Regular exchange on undergraduate/BSc level 
Bachelor Exchange Programme 
 
Double degree programme  
Double Master’s Degree in Management  
 
Joint degree programme 
MSc International Management – CEMS 
 
Information on these programmes is available through 
www.rsm.nl/home/international/rsm_for_your_exchange.  
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